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The Early Movements for the Restoration of the Precepts in Nara
during the Late Heian Period

MINOWA, Kenryo

After the approval of the Hieizan Daijokai(Jt8X LK) by the Imperial court,
it seems that there arose much criticism of it from monks of the schools in Nara (B R).
It is remarkable that, from the early to the late Heian period, especially just before
Kakujo (¥75%)(1194-1249), famous monks in Nara such as Kakuju (5£#})(1081-1139),
Jippan (E#5)(?-1144), Onkaku (B¥#)(?-?), Zoshun (Bif£)(1104-1180) and Jokei (HBE
)(1155-1213) all disagreed with the idea that it was possible for a novice to gain the
status of a monk by receiving the sanjujokai (ZFi##), or the three ideals of a
bodhisattva initiation, i.e., keeping all precepts, practicing all virtuous deeds, and
granting mercy to all sentient beings.

We know of their disagreement from the Bosatsukai tsdju kengi sho GEVERK R
Z3E54)) written by Kakujo and other works by the monks mentioned above. It is
known that the monks in Nara did not recognize the three ideals of a bodhisattva
initiation as a higher ordination but as a bodhisattva ordination. They insisted that a
higher status of ordination could derive only from receiving the upasampaddin the form
of the jdapticaturthakarman, or byakushikonma (FUFREE).

In particular, Onkaku wrote very important works such as the
Nanboku kairitsu shéretsu kengi koshin sho (FEALAERES B EREFE), which is lost,
and the extant Owa shilron ki narabi ni Onkaku sdjo (JFn5=im i B K F:4K). We
know from the latter that he was strongly opposed the Hieizan Daijokai. He is said to
have been a monk at the Hosshdji ((EB5F) iemple, which was built by the cloistered
Emperor Shirakawa in the late Heian period. Many monks came both from Nara and
from Hieizan to study at Hosshoji and Onkaku is said to have stood at the head of the
monks of the temple.

Jokei was also against the Hieizan Daijokai. It is known from the Shinyé sho
(L E$) that he thought that the status of a bodhisattva was gained from the ordination
of the bodhisattva precepts and that the status of a monk derived from the
jAapticaturthakarman. He wrote the Kairitsu kogyo gansho (BFEFATHEE) and built the
Joki-in (' ER?) at Kofukuji (B&F) temple for the study of the precepts.

From these facts, we must evaluate the idea of Kakujo that it was possible to
gain the status of a monk by receiving the three ideals of a bodhisattva. Concerning the
ordination’s style, it is quite similar to that of the Hieizan Daijokai, but it was very
different in content because he said that one could get a Mahiyana upasampada by
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receiving the three ideals of a bodhisattva ordination. He called the procedure
tsdju konma (EZHAEE). It is possible to say that Kakujo was one of the most important
monks involved in the doctrinal changes which occurred in the movement for the

restoration of the precepts in Nara in the middle ages.
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